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ARTIST STATEMENT

I am interested in creating movement specific to my own experience. My goal is to explore the human 
condition through idiosyncratic movement and gesture. I strive to create work that is both evocative and
accessible to a wide audience. Through the combination of movement, music, text, humor and theater, I 
draw from our shared experiences to create an exchange about our inherent social and interpersonal 
existence. I am fascinated by the individuality of body language that simultaneously connects us and 
makes us all unique. My continued exploration of this theme manifests in nuances and gestures, and in 
moments of awkwardness, vulnerability and honesty. I aim to create work you can see yourself in.

My goal as an artist is to invite audiences to view everyday life through the lens of modern dance.I am 
interested in bridging the gap between dance as a formal medium and the lived experience of routine 
physicality. 

COMPANY BIO

real.live.people.durham is a modern dance-theater company based in Durham, NC. The company was 
founded in 2013. It is an offspring of Barker's collaborative company, Real Live People, in Philadelphia, 
which was founded in 2009. real.live.people.durham had its debut in November, when they premiered 
an evening length work, “it's not me it's you” at Motorco Music Hall in Durham, NC. 
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real.live.people.durham touring repertoire: 

it's not me it's you
Duet- 55 min

This is an evening length work designed as a
series of dance-theater vignettes. 

In the quirky and theatrical dance work "it's not
me it's you", the duet explores how expectations
in relationships, often precipitated by
misunderstandings and stigmas, result in
compartmentalization, recalibration, and the
need to reevaluate and relinquish our
presumptions. Barker draws from our shared
experience to create an exchange about our
uncertainty in social and interpersonal
relationships. How do our expectations change
as our relationships evolve? Who are we
changing them for? How do we deal with the
awkwardness and ambiguity in the “gray areas”? 
it’s not me it’s you dives into the discomfort that
often accompanies falling in love, lust, or like,
and the repercussions that follow. 

 (mis.)
 Duet- 10 min

 This theatrical duet explores the awkwardness surrounding
 miscommunication and expectation in relationships. The work
 is intimate, gestural, idiosyncratic, and vulnerable.

downward spiral
Duet- 5 min

This work draws on the human 
experience of spiraling- be it 
physical, mental or emotional. This 
duet, largely performed in unison, 
moves in and out of synchronicity 
and disorder. Its large physicality 
exposes the shock, frustration and 
anger associated with the abrupt end
of a partnership, and the visceral 
fallout thereafter.
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word vomit
Solo- 5 min

This solo, best performed in an intimate 
setting, questions the language of love. It 
examines the nature of expectation in 
relationships. It suggests that society's 
carefully-crafted idea of a meaningful 
partnership is, in practice, unrealistic. It 
explores how we use language to define our 
commitments and our boundaries. 

arrested development 
 Solo- 5 min

 This solo looks at the circular nature of 
habitual behavior, and our inability to extract
ourselves from our own patterns. It examines
how we get stuck in old, familiar ways of 
relating to one another, whether or not they 
are advantageous.

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

real.live.people.durham
2510 Chapel Hill Rd 
Durham NC 27707

Artistic Director, Anna Barker
ph: 919-260-6662
email: annasbarker@gmail.com

website: annasbarker.com

social media: facebook.com/
reallivepeopledurham
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